(see Dilman 1987, Chapter 4). Love's life, however, is hidden, in the sense Kierkegaard means this, in that it appears in the fruits of its works and not in its blossoms. Rilke puts this beautifully in his sixth Duino Elegy:
Fig tree, how long it's been full meaning for me, the way you almost entirely omit to flower and into the early-resolute fruit uncelebratedly thrust your purest secret. Like the tube of a fountain, your bent bough drives the sap downwards and up; and it leaps from its sleep, scarce waking, into the joy of its sweetest achievement. Look, Uke Jupiter into the swan.
... But we, we linger, alas, we glory in flowering; already revealed we reach the retarded core of our ultimate fruit.
He then contrasts the 'we' with the 'few' in whom the 'pressure of action' enables them to resist 'the temptation to flower'. Rilke refers to them as 'heroes, perhaps, and those marked for early removal'. But they must be anonymous heroes, like Simone Weil's Breton seaman who simply said: 'it had to be done' or 'someone had to do it, I happened to be there'. It did not occur to him to think of himself as a hero. He is an unsung hero.
As Kierkegaard puts it: 'no poet, if he understands himself, would think of celebrating it [spiritual love] in song' (p. 26). And again: 'Only in self-renunciation can a man effectually praise love. No poet can do it. The poet can sing of erotic love and friendship, and the abiUty to do this is a rare gift, but the poet cannot praise love [spiritual love]' (p. 335). 'To praise self-renunciation's love and then to want to be the lover is certainly a lack of self-renunciation' (p. 342).
Kierkegaard speaks of 'the inwardness of seff-renunciation' (p. 133). In other words, it is not something for anyone to see. It is not anybody's concern. Kierkegaard would say that it is something strictly between the person in question and God. Certainly it must not be something from which he can derive any benefit. This inwardness which characterizes the love in question is precisely what makes it spiritual love -spiritual as opposed to impulsive -Kierkegaard
